Point-counterpoint: what is the optimal trial design to test hyperthermia for carcinoma of the cervix? Point: addition of hyperthermia or cisplatin to radiotherapy for patients with cervical cancer; two promising combinations--no definite conclusions.
Randomized trials have shown that results of radiotherapy in patients with cervical cancer can be improved by combining the treatment with either cisplatin based chemotherapy, or hyperthermia. The studies on both the combination of radiotherapy with chemotherapy, and the combination on radiotherapy with hyperthermia, leave several important questions unanswered. At present, no definite conclusions can be drawn with regard to which combination results in the best therapeutic ratio. Therefore, on both ethical and scientific grounds, the next logical step would be to compare the two types of combined treatment to each other, and each combination with a treatment including all three modalities, in a randomized fashion.